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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



^ RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTEft 

OCT 152004 



INFORMATION STATEMENT 



Sir: 



The captioned patent application is a continuation of Application Serial 
No. 09/670,708 f 708 application") filed in the PTO on September 27, 2000, 
now U.S. Patent No. 6,733,291 f '291 patent"). Enclosed is a copy of the '291 
patent for the PTO's convenience, with independent cl aim s 1 and 11 
highlighted and underlin ed to show amendments that were critical in 
distinguishing the claims over the cited prior art. 



The claims presently on file in the captioned application are identical to 
the claims originally filed with the 708 application. During prosecution of the 
708 application to issuance as the '291 patent, patentee was compelled to 
amend originally presented claim 1 to include the language underlined in the 
enclosed copy of the issued claim 1 in the '29 1 patent. Patentee was likewise 
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compelled to amend originally filed claim 12, which issued as claim 1 1 of the 
e 29 1 patent, to include the language underlined in the enclosed copy of the '291 
patent- See the enclosed, relevant pages from the PTO file history for the '291 
patent, marked as Exhibit A. 

P atentee was compelled to make these amendments to distinguish over a 
prior art dental implant that patentee's assignee had been selling for more than 
one year before patentee applied for the '291 patent. See the enclosed, relevant 
pages from the PTO file history for the "291 patent, marked as Exhibit B. 

Presented here side by side are originally filed claims 1 and 12 of the 
captioned application, which are identical to originally filed claims 1 and 12 of 
the '708 application, and issued claims 1 and 11 (original claim 12 issued as 
claim 1 1) of the '29 1 patent, with the added limitations underlined to show the 
amendments Patentee was compelled to make to distinguish over the prior art 
dental implant shown directly below the side by side claims. The image of this 
prior art implant is taken from the page marked with a blue flag in the PTO file 
history of the c 291 patent. As the PTO can see, originally filed claim 1 reads 
on, and is therefore anticipated by this prior art implant. 



Orie Claim 1 ('818; '708) 



1. A dental implant for supporting a 
prosthesis, the dental implant comprising a 
body portion and a top surface, the implant 
further comprising an internal cavity with an 
opening located at the top surface, the 
internal cavity comprising an interlock 
chamber having a depth .measured from the 
top surface equal to a first distance, the 
interlock chamber comprising a non- 



U [A]A dental implant for supporting a 
dental prosthesis, the dental implant 
comprising a body portion and a top surface, 
[B] die implant further comprising an 
internal cavity with an opening located at the 
top surface, the internal cavity comprising an 
interlock chamber having a depth measured 
from the top surface equal to a first distance, 
the interlock chamber comprising a 
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threaded c yl?"drtral pnmon and plurality o£ 
semi-circular channels arranged around a 
periphery of the cylindrical portion, and a 
threaded chamber that includes threads and 
is located below the interlock chamber, 
wherein the cylindrical portion has a first 
radius and the channels have a second radius, 
a ratio of the first radius to the second radius 
being between approximately 4:1 and 2:1; 
wherein the implant further includes a non- 




Issued Claim 11 C29D 



11. A prosthodonic assembly for installing 
a prosthetic tooth, the prosthodonic 
assembly comprising: 

a first prosthodonic component 
comprising a body portion and a top surface, 
the first prosthodontic component further 
comprising an internal cavity with an 
opening located at the top surface, the 
internal cavity comprising an interlock 
chamber having a depth measured from the 
top surface equal to a first distance, the 
interlock chamber comprising a non- 
threaded cylindrical portion with a plurality 
of semi-circular channels arranged around a 
perimeter of the cylindrical portion, a non- 
threaded post-receiving chamber that is 
located below the interlock chamber, the 
post-receiving chamber having a depth 
measured from the top surface that is equal 



to a second distance; and a threaded 
chamber that includes threads and is located 
below the j>ost-recerong chamber, wherein 
the cylindrical portion has a first radius and 
the channels have a second radius, a ratio of 
the first radius to the second radius being 
between approximately Mi and 2:1. 



cylindrical portion and plurality of serni- 
circular channels arranged around a 
periphery of the cylindrical portion, [CJ and a 
threaded chamber that includes threads and 
is located below the post-receiving chamber, 
[D] wherein the cylindrical portion has a first 
radius and the channels have a second radius, 
a ratio of the first radius to the second radius 
being between approximately 4:1 and 2:1. 



Prig, Claim 12 



12. A prosthodonic assembly for installing 
a prosthetic tooth, the prosthodonic 
assembly comprising: 

a first prosthodonic component 
comprising a body portion and a top surface, 
the first prosthodontic component further 
comprising an internal cavity with an 
opening located at the top surface, the 
internal cavity comprising an interlock 
chamber having a depth measured from the 
top surface equal to a first distance, the 
interlock chamber comprising a cylindrical 
portion with a plurality of semicircular 
channels arranged around a perimeter of the 
cylindrical portion, and a threaded chamber 
thai includes threads and is located below 
the post-receiving chamber, wherein the 
cylindrical portion has a first radius and the 
channels have a second radius, a ratio of 
the first radius to the second radius being 
between approximately 4:1 and 2:1. 

a second prosthodonic component 
comprising an interlock area comprising a 
plurality of semi-circular protrusions 
configured to mate with channels of the first 
prosthodonic component. 
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a secoad prosthodojcuc component 
comprising an interlock area comprising a 
plurality of serai-cixcuUr protrusions 
configured to mate with channels of the first 
prosthodonic component. 



1* Radius [D] 

2 fld Radius [D] 



[A] 




We submit that the claims of the captioned continuation application 
must include, at a m inimum, all the limitations of the independent claims of the 
'29 1 patent and in particular, the limitations highlighted in rlaimq 1 and 1 1 of 
the enclosed copy of the '291 patent. These claims must also contain 
additional limitations to prevent double patenting and/or obviousness-type 
double patenting. 



The PTO should also look carefully at Kirsch, et aL, USP 6,116,904, 
especially Fig. 1, reproduced below, and the related disclosure at Column 3:56 
to Column 4:50. The Kirsch implant includes the same muiti-lobed internal 
connection and, spaced below the lobes, internal threading, as called for in 
original Claim 1, and in issued Claim 1, below. See Columns 3:64 - 4:4, 
describing region [CJ below, and reading as follows; 
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"Near the cervical end of the blind bore, there is an inner 
threading (not visible in the Figure) with a relatively small 
diameter, into which an implant post (not graphically shown 
in FIG.l) can be screwed There follows an annular opening 
14 with a diameter that is enlarged in relation to the inner 
threading- The similar opening 14 comprises a centering 
region 16 connected coronally to the inner threading." 

As the PTO can see, originally filed Claim 1 reads on, and is therefore 
anticipated by this prior art implant. Issued Claim 1 of the '29 1 patent also 
reads on this implant, which has a non-threaded, post-receiving chamber 20. 
Chamber 20 is located below the interior chamber 24, which includes the semi- 
circular channels referred to in original Claim 1 and in issued Claim 1. The 
threaded chamber lies below chamber 24 and below chamber 20. 




Huron /Nobel BioCare 5 
Appl. No. 09/670,708 
October 15, 2004 



PAGE 7/16 * RCVD AT 10/15/2004 2:37:31 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:872S306 * CSID: 1 21 36278508 1 DURATION (mnws):04-34 



FROM BRIGHT .& LORI.G PC 



(FRI)IO. 15' 



: 43/ST. !l:4l/NO. 3560664202 P 8 



Orifr Claim 1 f 818: '708^ 



1. A dental kaplant for supportLag a 
prosthesis, the dental implant comprising a 
body portion and atop surface, the implant 
further comprising an internal cavity with an 
opening located at the top surface, the 
internal cavity comprising an interlock 
chamb er having a depth measured from the 
top surface equal to a first distance, the 
interlock chamber comprising a non- 
threaded c ylindrical portion and plurality of 
semi-circular channels arranged around a 
periphery of the cylindrical portion, and a 
threaded chamber that includes threads and 
is located below the interlock chamber, 
wherein the cylindrical portion has a first 
radius and the channels have a second radius, 
a ratio of the first radius to the second radius 
being between approximately 4:1 and 2:1; 
wherein the implant further includes a non- 
threaded post-receiving chamber that is 
located below the interlock chamber, and 
above the threaded chamber, the post- 
receiving chamber having a depth measured 
from the top surface that is equal to a second 
distance. 



L [A] A dental implant for supporting a 
dental prosthesis, the dental implant 
comprising a body portion and a top surface, 
[B] the implant further comprising an 
internal cavity with an opening located at the 
top surface, the internal cavity comprising an 
interlock chamber having a depth measured 
from the top surface equal to a first distance, 
the interlock chamber comprising a 
cylindrical portion and plurality of semi- 
circular channels arranged around a 
periphery of the cylindrical portion, [CJ and a 
threaded chamber that includes threads and 
is located below the post-receiving chamber, 
[D] wherein the cylindrical portion has a first 
radius and the channels have a second radius, 
a ratio of the first radius to the second radius 
being between approximately 4:1 and 2:1. 



Dated; October 15, 2004. Respectfully submitted, 

Patrick F. Bright 

BRIGHT & LORIG, P,C. 

633 West Fifth Street, Suite 3330 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 

Tel: (213)627-7774 

Fax: (213) 627-8508 

Any. Reg. No. 24,318 
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